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The Cougar Project has just wrapped up its 

first winter field season! The research 

objectives of the project are to investigate 

cougar movement (eg, habitat use) and 

predation (eg, diet) in relation to overlapping 

collared mule deer. We are deploying GPS 

radio collars on cougars across 3 study areas 

(Figure 1) to track their movements and 

locate their kill sites identified by clusters of 

GPS points (Figure 2). The findings of this 

project will improve monitoring and inform 

management of cougars and mule deer. 

This past winter we collared 13 cougars 

(Table 1). Currently 12 of those cougars are 

still alive. One cougar (2-year-old male in 

Koocanusa) died from a health-related 

cause. We will resume collaring next winter 

to reach our target sample size of 7 cougars 

per study area. We have started 

investigating cluster sites to determine 

what, where, and when cougars are killing. 

This spring we are hiring 1-2 full-time 

technician(s) to focus on cluster-site 

investigations, and there will be 

opportunities to volunteer in the future.  

Figure 1. The 3 study areas of the project: West Okanagan, Boundary, and Koocanusa. 
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Table 1. Summary of cougars collared in 

each study area. Shown are the sexes and 

ages of all collared cougars. Asterisks 

indicate cougars with kittens at the time of 

collaring. 

West OK Boundary Koocanusa 

M - 1 F - 6 M - 2 
F - 2  M - 3 
F - 2  F - 1 
F - 5  F - 1 
F - 5  F - 4 

   F - 6 *   
   F - 9 *   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We thank the many volunteers and the 

skilled and dedicated houndsmen and 

houndswomen who helped make the first 

winter field season a success. Funding for the 

first year of the project was provided by the 

BC Conservation Foundation, the BC Wildlife 

Federation, the Oceola Game Club, the 

Summerland Sportsmen’s Association, the 

University of British Columbia Okanagan, 

and the BC Ministry of Forests, Lands, 

Natural Resource Operations and Rural 

Development. The Habitat Conservation 

Trust Foundation will be a major funding 

partner moving forward. For more 

information please email TJ.Gooliaff@gov.bc.ca 

(FLNRORD) or S.Darlington@ubc.ca (UBCO). 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2. Example of the collar data at a cougar cluster site (left) and a mule deer kill 

found at one of those cluster sites (right). 
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